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Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
ridgivater  Rural  District  Council. 

Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  the  Annual 
rt  on  the  health  of  the  District,  and  the  vrork  of  the  _ 

,ic  Health  Department  during  the  year  1958.  The  report  is 
out  in  the  manner  of  previous  years,  so  that  comparison 
; former  reports  can  easily  be  made. 

As  far  as  can  be  judged  from  a study  of 
,istics,  the  general  health  of  the  District  was  satisfactory 
.ng  the  year.  The  figures  show  little  variation  from  those 
ihe  previous  year  and  compare  favourably  with  those  for  the 
itry  as  a whole. 

Probably  the  most  important  development  in  preventive 
Lcine  in  the  year  under  review  has  been  the  expansion  oi 
scheme  for  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis.  Limitation 
:he  supply  of  vaccine  necessitated  the  restriction  of 
misation  to  those  exposed  to  the  greatest  risk,  and  at 
3t,  apart  from  certain  adults,  immunisation  v/as  availab 
j for  children  between  the  ages  of  six  months  and  fifteen 
i?s.  The  upper  age  limit  v/as  later  raised  to  include  people 
CO  the  age  of  tv^enty  five  years,  but  as  it  is  _ now  virell^kno^n, 
initial  response  was  most  disappointing  and  it  was  not  until 
death  of  a well  known  footballer _ that  the  demands  for 
[inisation  became  almost  overwhelming. 


I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the 
lers  of  the  Council,  the  other  Chief  Officers,  and  the  Staff 
ihe  Health  Department,  for  the  help  and  co-operation  which  I 
; received  during  the  year. 


I am. 

Your  obedient  servant, 
R.H.  WATSON. 
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SUMMARY  OF  STATISTICS 


ARAL  STATISTICS 


Area  ( acres  ) 

Population  ( Registrar  G-eneral’s  estimate  ) 1958 
No,  of  inhaLited  houses  on  31st  Decemher,  1958 
Rateable  value  on  31st  Decemher p 1958 
Sum  represented  hy  Id  rate  on  31st  Decemher,  1958 

Extracts  from  VITAL  STATISTICS  for  the  year  1958 
Live  BirthSo 

Male  Female 

Legitimate  159  175 

Illegitimate  8 6 

167  181 


Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Still-Births 

Still-Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still- 
Total  Live  and  Still-Births 

Infant  Deaths  (Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age)  10 


Legitimate  10 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  hirths  - total  28.74 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  hirths  - legitimate  29.94 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  hirths  - illegitimate  Nil 

Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  hirths  11.49 

Illegitimate  live  hirths  per  cent  of  total  live  hirths  4*02 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion)  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still-hirths  Nil 

Deaths. 

Total  number  of  deaths  214 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  10.71 


Total 

334 

14 


348 


17.41 


irths 


5 

14.16 

353 


86,000 
19,990 
6,200 
£ 151,679 

£ 674.1.4d 
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The  hirth  rate  in  any  area  will  he  dependent  upon 
the  composition  of  the  population  in  that  area.  Obviously  a 
population  with  a high  proportion  of  persons  of  child  hearing- 
age  will  have  more  hirths  per  1^000  of  the  population  than  an 
area  vi/ith  an  unduly  large  number  of  people  in  the  older  age 
groups.  To  enable  the  birth  rates  of  different  areas  to  be 
compared  the  Registrar  G-eneral  provides  a comparability  factor 
for  each  Local  /-uithority  area,  which  renders  the  birth  rate  of 
each  area  comparable  v/ith  that  of  a district  the  population 
of  vvhich  is  of  standard  age  and  sex  distribution.  The  birth 
rate  for  the  District  adjusted  in  this  manner  is  increased 
from  17. hi  to  18.80  per  lyOOO  of  the  population.  The  birth 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  l6,h» 

Birth  rates  for  the  Rural  District  and  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows ;- 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958  1 

Bridgwater  Rural  District 

14.02 

16.03 

16.02 

16.20 

17.4lj 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

15.28 

17.47 

17.46 

17.50 

l8.8oj 

England  and  Wales 

15.2 

15.0 

15.6 

16.1 

16.4  ■' 

i 

Deaths. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1958  was  150,  Of  these  12  were  deaths  of  non-residents 
and  were  transferred  to  the  district  in  which  the  persons 
ordinarily  resided.  There  ifere,  on  the  other  handy  76  deaths  of 
Rural  District  residents  registered  outside  the  District,  The 
total  corrected  number  of  deaths  assigned  to  the  District  v/as  214 
(110  males  and  104  females).  This  was  30  less  than  in  the 
previous  year  and  gave  a crude  death  rate  of  10,71  per  lyOOO  of 
the  population. 

The  crude  death  rate  cannot  be  used  to  compare  the 
mortality  with  that  of  other  districts y as  the  populations  of  all 
areas  are  not  similarly  constituted  as  regards  age  and  sex 
distribution.  The  Registrar  General  therefore  supplies  an  ’’i^rea 
Comparability  Factor"  and  the  crude  death  rate  multiplied  by 
this  figure  can  then  be  compared  vi^ith  that  of  the  country  as  a 
wholes  or  of  any  other  local  area.  The  corrected  death  rate  so 
obtained  was  9.75  pei’  lyOOO  of  the  populations  and  this  is 
compared  with  11,7  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  rates  for  the  District  and  for  England  and  \¥ales 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows; - 


1954 

i 1 

1955  1 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Bridg'.¥ater  Rural  District 

11.77 

10.40 

10.25 

12.09 

10.71  1 

Standardised  Death  Rate 

1 

10.00 

8.84 

9.42 

11.12 

9.75 

jEngland  and  Wales 
! 

1 11.3 

11.7 

11.7 

1 

11.5 

11.7 

3 


Of  214  deaths,  122  occurred  in  people  over  the  age 
of  70  years,  58  occurred  in  people  in  the  productive  age 
groups  20  to  64  years,  and  the  follov/ing  table  gives  the 
details  of  deaths  in  this  age  groups - 


20-29 

30-39i  40-49 1 

50-59  ! 

6o-54i 

Total  ' 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory 

j i 

; i 

j 

i 

! 

i 

system 

1 

1 i 

' 1 1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung. 

1 

i 

bronchus 

1 

1 ; 

2 

4 1 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

1 

i 

1 

2 ! 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 

3 1 

ne op la sms 

1 

2 

5 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

! 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

i 

system 

3 

4 

7 

'Coronary  disease  and  angina 

2 

10 

4 

16 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

3 

5 

'Bronchitis 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

1 ! 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

I 

; diseases 

1 

1 

2 j 

^ 1 

'Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

3 

5 j 

|A11  other  accidents 

1 

1 1 

1 All  causes 

1 

1 

5 

26 

LO 

CM 

1 58 

J 

Cancer  Mortality. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  Rural  District  residents  from 
cancer  vms  29  ( males  15?  females  14  ) ? S-S  compared  with  40  in 
1957.  They  constitute  13.5^  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 


The  folloYiTing  table  shows  the  localisation  of  the  disease 
in  the  29  cases: - 


Number  of 

deaths 

j 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

Stomach 

3 

- 

3 1 

8 

Lung,  bronchus 

3 

4 

7 1 

7 

Breast 

- 

4 

4 

1 

Uterus 

- 

2 

2 

3 

Other  and  unspecified  organs 

9 

4 

13 

21 

Total 

15 

14 

29 

40 

4. 
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Cancer-  of  the  Lutlas, 


The  ages  at  which  death  occurred  in  the  three  years 
coirhined  is  detailed  in  the  following  table: - 


Year 

Under  15 

/24 

25/ 

^34 

55/ 

/44 

U5/ 

754 

55/ 

/64 

Over 

65 

Total  I 

1956 

2 

1 

3 ; 

1957 

i 

i 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 i 

1958 

i 

1 

1 

i 1 

4 

2 

7 1 

Infantile  Mortality. 

10  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the  year. 
This  gives  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  28. 7U  per  1,000  of 
all  live  births,  while  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  22.5- 

The  following  table  shov/s  the  cause  of  death  in  each 

case: - 


Infantile  Mortality  during  1958 


! i 

i Cause  of  death  j 

Under 

1 week 

1-4 

weeks 

1-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

Total  under  j 
1 year  | 

; Bulbar  respiratory 

' failure 

1 

1 

! Pneumonia 

2 

2 

4 

I Atelectasis 

1 

1 

■ ^Respiratory  failure 

1 

1 

1 Congenital  heart 

i disease 

1 

1 

Intracranial  haemorrha 

jgOi 

1 

Spina  bifida  meningo- 

j 

myelocele 

1 

1 

4 

4 

j 2 

10  1 

Deaths  from  Heart  Disease. 

Of  the  214  deaths,  heart  disease  caused  roughly  1 in 
every  3 ( males  41?  females  31  )•  It  represented  33/^'  of  the 
total  deaths  from  all  causes  and  was  equivalent  to  a death  rate 
of  3.6  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Other  Deaths. 

9 deaths  v/ere  due  to  accidents,  of  which  7 were  due 
to  roa.d  accidents  and  2 were  due  to  other  accidents. 
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j 

Cause  of  Death  j 

M. 

P. 

Total  ! 

All  Causes  j 

i 

110  . j 

104 

214  i 

lo  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  | 

i 

2 

2 ! 

2.  Other  forms  of  tubercalosis 

- 

" 

1 - 1 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

- 

1 

- : 

4.  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5«  Whooping  cough 

- 

- 

- 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

“ 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8.  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

- 

- 

lOo  Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

3 

- 

3 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  lungy  bronchus 

3 

4 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

- 

4 

4 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

- 

2 

2 

14=  Other  malignsmt  and  Ijmiphatic  neoplasms 

9 

4 

13 

15 « Leukaemias  aleiikaemia 

1 

- 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17»  Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

16 

17 

53 

18,  Coronary  disease  and  angina 

25 

13 

38 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

6 

8 

-20.  Other  heart  disease 

14 

12 

26 

21c  Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

10 

13 

22.  Influenza 

2 

- 

2 

23 , Pneumonia 

2 

7 

9 

24.  Bronchitis 

6 

5 

11 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

2 

2 

4 

;26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

- 

1 

27.  Gastritis s enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

- 

1 

1 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

- 

1 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

- 

- 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

- 

- 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

5 

1 

6 

32,  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

5 

13 

18 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

6 

1 

7 

34*  All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

i " 

j35.  Suicide 

- 

- 

! 

3o.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

j 
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Population^ 


The  estimated  population  of  the  Rural  District  as  at 
June  1958  wa.s  19,990,  which  shows  a decrease  of  I90  on  the 
previous  year.  The  natural  increase  in  the  populations  that 
is  the  excess  of  hirths  over  deaths j was  134s  and  therefore 
there  was  a decrease  in  population  of  324  due  to  emigration. 


It  is  interesting  to  note  the  population  changes 
which  have  taken  place  in  recent  years  and  the  following  table 
illustrates  the  trend  during  the  past  twelve  years. 


Year 

Population  increase 

Natural  increase 

1 Net  increase  or  j 
decrease  due  to 
imiTiigration  or 
emigration 

1947 

210 

141 

69 

1948 

387 

150 

237 

1949 

93 

115 

- 22 

1950 

200 

82 

118 

1951 

480 

58 

422 

1952 

-610 

82 

-692 

1953 

840 

119 

721 

1954 

160 

46 

114 

1955 

- 80 

129 

-209 

1956 

400 

120 

280 

1957 

-610 

83 

-693 

1958 

-190 

134 

-324 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  CONTACIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  cases  of  notifiable 
infectious  diseases  which  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1958.  The  table  is  drawn  up  after  making  the  necessary 
amendments  to  the  original  notifications  by  either  the 
practitioners,  or  by  the  Medical  Officer  at  the  Isolation 
hospital,  owing  to  corrections  in  diagnosis. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

1958 

; 1957 

Scarlet  fever 

23 

2 

Whooping  cough  ^ 

65 

9 

Acute  poliomyelitis  ! 

1 2 

_ 

Measles 

25 

141 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

3 

1 

Qastro  enteritis 

1 

Acute  encephalitis 

2 

“ 

Total 

— — i 

130 

i 1 

161 

7. 


Measles 


1958  was  not  a ’’measles  yearly  and  only  25  cases 
v/ere  notified.  This  was  the  chief  factor  in  the  reduction  of 
the  total  numher  of  infectious  diseases  notifiedy  as  compared 
with  the  previous  year. 


Acute  Poliomyelitis  (infantile  Paralysis). 


( a)  Cases 

Two  cases  occurred  in  one  family  towards  the  end  of 
the  yeary  and  after  the  termination  of  the  usual  polio  season. 
No  special  quarantine  measures  were  adopted. 

(h)  Immunisation 

2yOl4-4  people  completed  the  primary  immunisation  of 
two  injections y hy  the  end  of  the  yeary  and  in  addition  a large 
numher  had  received  their  first  injection.  For  those  who  have 
completed  the  primary  course y a third  injection  is  given  after 
an  interval  of  approximately  seven  months. 


Tuherculosis. 

9 respiratory  and  2 non-respiratory  new  cases  of 
tuherculosis  were  notifiedy  as  compared  with  I6  respiratory  and 
2 non-respiratory  cases  in  1957 • 


Respiratory  Non-respiratory 


humher  of  cases  on  the 
Tuherculosis  Register 

at  31.12.58  99  14 

Numher  of  new  cases  during 

the  year  9 1 

Numher  of  deaths  during 

the  year  2 

The  very  low  incidence  of  deaths  due  to  tuherculosis 
was  maintained  and  reflects  the  efficacy  of  modern  treatment. 

All  known  cases  are  thoroughly  investigated  and  all  knovm  close 
contacts  are  invited  to  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  for  investigation. 
The  folloviang  table  shows  the  sex  and  age  groups  of  cases 
notified  during  the  year. 


i Age : - 

Under  5 

5/ 

/14 

"'/24 

25/ 

/44 

45/ 

/64 

65  & 

over 

Age 

unknovm 

i ” 

Total 

iMale 

- 

- 

1 - 

2 

- 

1 

- 

3 

j 

u'emale 

j 

1 

r'  1 

1 ; 

1 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 i 

7 

8. 


B.C.Q.  Vaccinati on . 


In  order  to  raise  the  immunity  of'  school  leavers 
to  tuherculosis,  vaccination  with  vaccine  was  offered  to 

all  children  between  the  ages  of  13  and  lU  years,  attending 
schools  in  the  Mid-Somerset  Divisional  Area.  332  accepted  the 
offer  and  received  preliminary  skin  test,  the  "Heaf  Test’',  to 
determine  whether  they  had  in  fact  already  experienced  some 
infection  with  the  tubercle  bacillus.  286  of  these  gave  a 
negative  test  and  were  vaccinated  'with  the  B.C.G-.  vaccine. 


Food  Poisoning. 

No  cases  of  food  poisoning  Y/ere  notified  during  the 
year.  The  Public  Health  Inspectors  continue  to  press  for  the 
full  implementation  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Rej<ulations , and  on  the 
whole  the  response  from  food  hoJidlers  has  been  extremely  good. 


Diphtheriao 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  virere  notified.  . During  the  year 
213  children  under  the  age  of  5 years  and  30  children  between 
the  ages  of  5 - 15  years,  were  immunised  against  diphtheria, 
giving  a total  of  243. 


Vaccination  against  Smallpox. 

The  number  of  primary  vaccinations  against  smallpox 
has  shovm  a slight  fall  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  A 
high  proportion  of  all  vaccinations  is  carried  out  because  of 
the  reguirements  of  other  countries  in  respect  of  immigrants. 

Persons  vaccinated  ( or  re-vaccinated  ) in  1958 


junder  1 | 1 

i 

2 to  4 

5 

tc 

' 14 

15  or  over 

Totals  1 
1 

Ip 

j 

R i P 1 R 

1 1 

P 

R 

p 

R 

P 

R ! 

f 

1 i 

P j R 

1 

j97  i 

- |l2  - 

7 

i 

2 

4 

4 

10 

1 

11  1 

130  1 17 

P = Primary  vaccination 
R = Re-vaccination 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Pathological  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Laboratory  at 
Musgrove  Park  Hospital,  which  forms  part  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service.  Results  of  investigations  are  available 
with  the  minimum  of  delay  and  there  is  good  liaison  between  the 
laboratory  personnel  and  the  field  workers  in  the  Public  Health 
Department. 
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Eospitals 


Hospitals  in  the  area  are  administered  hy  the  South 
West  Regional  Hospital  Board,  through  the  Bridgv/ater  Area 
Management  Committee. 

The  hospitals  ares- 

Bridgwater  General  Hospital  72  hed.s 

Mary  Stanley  Nursing  Home  31  heds 

Northgate  Lodge  60  heds 

Cases  of;  infectious  diseases  needing  hospital 
treatment,  or  isolation,  are  admitted  to  Taunton  Isolation 
Hospital . 


The  Council  have  continued  to  press  for  more  adequate 
hospital  accommodation  in  Bridgvs’ater  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  some  improvement  v/ill  follow  on  the  acq.uisition  hy  the 
Regional  Hospital  Board  of  the  coal  yard  site  on  the  North  side 
of  the  existing  Buildings.  Further  extension  of  the  ho^ital 
up  to  the  Broadv/ay  relief  road  vi/’ill,  it  is  hoped,  he  undertaken 
in  the  not  distant  future. 


Ante-Natal  Clinics. 


No  Local  Authority  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  in 
the  area,  supervision  Being  conducted  hy  General  Practitioners 
and  Midwives.  A numher  of  expectant  mothers  attend  at  the 
Clinic  at  the  Health  Centre,  Mount  Street,  Bridgwater,  when 
Blood  samples  are  taken  for  determination  of  Blood  grouping, 
Rhesus  Factor,  etc. 


Infant  Welfare. 


Infant  Welfare.  Clinics,  for  irhich  the  County  Council 
are  responsible , are  held  at  Edington,  Puri  ton,  Woolavington, 
North  Petherton,  Nether  Stowey,  East  Hunt  spill  and  .Vest 
Hunt spill. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948  - Section  k7 • 

A numher  of  cases  vi/ere  helped  during  the  year  By 
informal  action  and  in  no  case  Yms  it  necessary  to  take  statutory 
action  to  secure  the  removal  of  an  old  person. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


SevYage  Disposal. 

Despite  the  fact  that  satisfactory  methods  of  sewage 
disposal  are  Becoming  of  increasing  importance,  restriction  on 
capital  expenditure  largely  frustrated  the  efforts  of  the  Council 
to  proceed  with  the  many  sewage  disposal  schemes  \?hich  are  in 
varying  degrees  of  preparation,  and  the  year  v/as  v/ell  advanced 
Before  any  hope  of  progress  was  apparent.  Energetic  action  since 
then  resulted  in  the  Pawlett  scheme  Being  approved  and  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  tenders  were  invited. 
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Water  Supplies, 


Regular  iDacteriological  tests  were  carried  out  on 
the  various  v/ater  supplies  and  results  are  tabulated  as  follov/s:- 


Supply 

Number  of 
examinations 

Report 

Satisfactory 

Not  satisfactory 

1.  Fiddington 

13 

12 

1 

2.  G-oathurst 

12  i 

12 

- 

3.  Thurloxton 

13 

10 

3 

4.  Willoughby 

12 

11 

1 

5.  Over  Stowey 

12 

12 

- 

Housinp-. 


During  the  year  37  houses  were  erected  hy  the  Local 
Authority.  The  total  number  of  post  virar  Council  houses 
erected  v/as  666. 

Relevant  information  as  regards  housing  may  be  summarised 


as  folloY/ss- 

(a)  No,  of  temporary  housing  units  occupied  ~ (i)  Prefabs 

(ii)  HutSs  etc.  3 

(b)  No.  of  houses  found  overcrowded  2 

(c)  No.  of  houses  closed  as  a result  of  an  undertaking  given 

by  the  owners  or  following  the  issue  of  Closing  Orders  9 

(d)  No.  of  houses  demolished  under  Section  17  of  the 

Housing  Act  1957  27 

(e)  No.  of  houses  made  fit  during  the  year  82 

(f)  No.  of  houses  reguired  to  abate  overcrowding  3 

(g)  Total  number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  the 

end  of  the  year  338 

In  order  to  improve  the  standard  of  houses, 
considerable  use  Yiras  made  of  Improvement  G-rants  under  the 
Housing  Act,  19U9-5U. 
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The  following  table  shovi^s  the  action  taken. 

Improvement  Grants  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1949  - 54 
No.  of  applications  and  houses  dealt  with  by  the  Local  Authority: - 


(1) 

Received 

(2) 

Approved 

(3) 

Rejected 

Appli- 

cations 

No.  of 
dwellings 

Appli- 

cations 

No.  of 
dwe llings 

Appli-  i 
cations | 

No.  of 
dwellings 

;31. 7.1+9  - 
31.12.57 

175 

202 

175 

202 

i 

! 

During 

[Year 

28 

28 

28 

28 

1 

1 - 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  records  given  in  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s 
report  show  the  number  of  insanitary  conditions  dealt  with. 
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AMmUAL  report  op  the  ohiep  public  health  inspector 


FOR  1958. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Oentlemen, 


I Leg  to  submit  my  nineteenth  Annual  Report  for 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1958. 


STAFF. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  consists  of  Chief 
Public  Health  Inspector,  two  additional  Public  Health 
Inspectors  and  female  clerk.  All  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  hold  the  Meat  and  Pood  Inspectors  Certificate 
in  addition  to  the  statutory  q^ualif ication. 

Mr.  W.T.  Murphy,  one  of  the  Additional  Inspectors 
resigned  on  14th  September,  on  appointment  to  a post  with 
Hambledon  Rural  District  Council,  and  the  vacancy  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  D.J.  Emm  who  was  previously 
Additional  Inspector  to  Trowbridge  Urban  District  Council, 
Mr.  Eirnn  commenced  duty  on  13th  Cctober. 


CCMPLAINTS  AND  NUISANCES. 

The  number  of  complaints  investigated  during  the 
year  vms  l68,  an  increase  of  66  on  the  previous  year.  In 
most  cases  nuisances  were  abated  as  a result  of  informal 
action  and  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  serve  two 
Statutory  Notices.  Cn  inspection  a number  of  complaints 
were  found  to  be  not  justified  and  no  further  action  Yms 
taken  in  regard  to  them. 

To'wards  the  end  of  the  year  very  wet  weather  was 
experienced,  and  in  consequence  a number  of  coinplaints  of 
leaking  roofs,  damp  walls  and  floors,  and  of  flooding  were 
received  and  dealt  with  as  far  as  possible. 

Cf  the  nuisances  found,  131  were  abated  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  visits  made  in  connection  virith  nuisances 
was  379. 


A special  survey  of  the  drainage  of  property  in 
the  parish  of  7/est  Huntspill  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
with  the  object  of  discovering  drainage  nuisances  which 
could  be  abated  by  connection  of  drains  to  the  village 
sewers.  135  inspections  were  made  for  this  purpose; 

23  nuisances  or  defective  drainage  systems  were  found  and 
owners  were  requested  to  carry  out  the  necessary  v/ork. 
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:VATER  SUPPLY. 

Samples  of  water  for  bacteriological  examination 
are  taken  from  the  five  sources  of  supply  controlled  by  the 
Council  at  monthly  intervals. 

A number  of  samples  v/ere  also  taken  from  proposed 
nev;  sources  of  supplyj  and  before  mains  were  again  brought 
into  use  ' after  the  insertion  of  new  valves  or  alterations  to 
main  fittings  and  reservoirs. 

A special  survey  of  the  existing  water  supply  to 
53  houses  in  Broomfield  and  the  Higher  and  Lower  Merridge 
areas  in  the  Parish  of  Spaxton  was  carried  out  in  connection 
with  the  proposed  Broomfield  and  Merridge  v/ater  supply  scheme. 
Fourteen  samples  of  water  from  wells  and  springs  at  houses 
on  the  route  of  the  proposed  ne\¥  mains  were  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  during  the  course  of  this  survey, 
only  three  of  which  were  found  to  be  completely  satisfactory. 

A.  total  of  159  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
water  supply  during  the  year. 


ECUS  INC-, 


The  total  number  of  inspections  carried  out  under 
the  Housing  Acts  was  910,  the  number  of  separate  houses 
inspected  being  512. 

A considerable  number  of  informal  repair  notices 
was  sent  to  owners  during  the  year  in  an  endeavour  to  limit 
the  further  deterioration  of  property  much  of  v^hich  is 
suffering  from  prolonged  neglect.  In  consequence,  many 
interviews  W'ith  owners  and  their  builders  resulted  and  a large 
number  of  re- inspect ions  had  to  be  made  to  discass  proposed 
repairs  and  to  check  on  vvork  in  progress  and  on  completion.  All 
these  negotiations  took  up  a great  deal  of  time  but  this  is 
considered  to  have  been  fully  justified  as  repairs  and 
improvements  have  been  carried  out  to  118  houses. 

In  every  case  attention  is  dravm  to  the  availability 
of  L'aprovement  Grants,  and  many  applications  subsequently 
submitted  to  the  Council  have  resulted  from  information  and 
advice  given  to  owners. 

The  Slum  Clearance  programme  was  further  implemented 
during  the  year  and  the  vvorst  houses  in  the  District  have 
now  been  dealt  with.  It  ¥/ill  probably  be  found  more  difficult 
to  deal  with  some  of  the  remaining  houses  in  the  programme 
as  a few  of  these  may  prove  to  be  ''border-line"  cases.  It  is 
hoped  that  it  may  be  possible  to  get  some  of  these  houses 
reconditioned,  but  on  the  other  hand  some  further  houses  may 
have  to  be  added  to  the  Slum  Clearance  lists  by  reason  of 
deterioration  in  their  condition.  A few  such  cases  have 
already  been  brought  to  light  during  the  inspections  which 
are  in  progress. 
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39  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for 
habitation  and  incapable  of  being  rendered  fit  at 
reasonable  cost  and  2k  Demolition  Orders  and  6 Closing 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Council.  In  6 cases  the  Council 
agreed  to  accept  undertakings  to  carry  out  approved  viforks 
within  a stipulated  time.  21  houses,  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders,  were  demolished  during  the  year. 

313  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to 
13^'  properties  in  regard  to  the  reconditioning  and 
alteration  of  existing  houses  and  the  installation  of 
nevv  sanitary  fittings. 

83  visits  were  made  to  houses  in  respect  to 
which  grants  vifere  made  under  the  Housing  (Rural  Workers) 

Acts  and  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Acts. 

56  visits  -were  made  in  connection  with  Improvement 

Grants. 


OVSRCROWDIHG. 

Two  new  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered 
during  the  year,  and  two  cases  were  abated  by  informal 
action. 

Ten  visits  were  made  in  connection  vi^ith  overcrowding. 
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FACTORIES  ACTSo  1957  and  19^8, 


The  following  particulars  indicate  the  action  taken 
under  Part  1 of  the  Factories  Act,  1937°- 


Number 

on 

Register 

1 — 

Insps. 

Nuraher  of 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted. 

i)  Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 
are  to  he  enforced  hy 

Local  Authority 

i)  Factories  not  included  in 

(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  hy  Local 

Authority 

Lii)  Other  premises  in  VYhich 

Section  7 is  enforced  hy  the 
Local  Authority 
(excluding  outworkers 
premises) 

72 

40 

4 

TOTAL 

72 

40 

4 

The  40  visits  made  were  in  respect  to  34  factories 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

3 No,  of  cases 
in  which 

Pound  Remedied 

^ Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

it  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

5r crowding  ( S . 2 ) 

:’easonahle  temperature  i 

is. 3) 

ideguate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

effective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

litary  conveniences 
(S.7) 

1 Insufficient 

1 Unsuitable  or  defective 

1 Not  separate  for  sexes 

ler  offences  against  the 
i (not  including  offences 
-ating  to  Outwork) 

2 2 

1 1 

1 

1 

- 1 

TOTAL  ! 

1 

1 

1 — 

' 4 3 

! 1 

1 

16, 
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BAKEHOUSES. 


Tv/enty  five  visits  were  made  in  respect  to  13  of  the 
lU  hakehouses  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  the  year^  and 
informal  notices  were  duly  complied  virith. 


SHOPS. 


Eighty-nine  inspections  of  shops  vi^ere  carried  outp  in 
respect  to  55  of  the  118  shops  in  the  District. 


OEHERAL  SANITATION. 

The  follovi/'ing  improvements  v/ere  carried  out,  generally 
as  a result  of  informal  action; - 


W.Cs.  44 
Baths  25 
Sinks  28 
Drainage  systems  21 
Lavatory  "basins  28 
Connections  to  Y/ater  main  1 
Connections  to  sewer  12 
Larders  4 
Chemical  closets  2 


A numher  of  other  minor  improvements  Y/ere  also 
carried  out. 


FOOD  HYGIEHE. 

It  has  again  "been  possible  to  increase  the  rate  of 
inspection  of  food  premises  during  the  year  and  206  visits 
have  been  made  for  this  purpose  to  178  establishments.  These 
visits  are  in  addition  to  those  in  respect  to  dairies, 
bakehouses,  ice  cream  premises,  licensed  premises  and 
slaughterhouses  which  are  dealt  with  elseY^here  in  this  report. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  continues  to 
improve,  but  further  improvement  can  still  be  made  at  some 
establishments.  Informal  action  has  been  taken  where 
necessary,  and  in  general  food  traders  have  been  co-operative 
as  most  of  them  realise  that  proper  hygiene  practices  are  as 
necessary  for  their  trading  results  as  in  the  public  interest. 
One  of  two  "black  sheep"  have  been  given  special  attention  and 
statutory  action  will  be  recommended  if  this  is  later  found 
to  be  necessary. 

The  result  of  the  informal  action  taken  was  that  49 
deficiencies  under  the  Pood  Hygiene  Regulations  were  remedied 
during  the  year,  and  in  addition  the  following  improvements 
in  facilities  and  equipment  Y^ere  carried  out;- 
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Refrigerators 
Deep  Freeze  CaDinets 
Refrigerated  Display  Counters 
Washbasins 
Water  Heaters 
W.Gs. 

Sinks 

It  is  considered  that  these  results  amply  justify 
the  considerable  amount  of  time  and  effort  put  into  this 
important  aspect  of  public  health  work. 

The  nuraber  and  types  of  food  premises  in  the  District 
are  as  follows; - 


Licensed  houses  and  Clubs  73 
Catering  Establishments  34 
Pood  Shops  74 
Butchers  Shops  12 
Bakers  and  Confectioners  14 
Pish  Shops  3 
Pried  Pish  Shops  1 
School  Kitchens  3^ 


8 

11 

8 

4 

4 


LICENSED  PREMISES. 

New  sanitary  conveniences  for  men  were  provided  at 
tv.'o  licensed  houses  and  insanitary  urinals  were  replaced  by 
new  ones,  at  tv/o  other  houses. 

Eighty  six  inspections  of  licensed  premises  were 
carried  out. 

A number  of  minor  improvements  at  licensed  premises 
was  carried  out  during  the  year.  In  one  case  the  OYmer  was 
not  prepared  to  carry  out  the  \i/ork  recLuired  to  bring  the 
premises  up  to  a satisfactory  standard,  and  in  consequence 
the  licence  was  surrendered  and  the  house  closed. 


IVIEAT  AInD  poods. 

There  are  nine  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the 
District,  four  of  which  are  engaged  in  the  Vi/holesale  trade. 
Slaughtering  in  these  four  premises  takes  place  on  five  days 
a week  and  in  consequence  a considerable  amount  of  time  has 
to  be  devoted  to  meat  inspection  particularly  at  i/veekends 
when  the  greatest  number  of  animals  are  killed.  Every  effort 
is  made  to  inspect  as  much  meat  as  possible  but  by  reason  of 
the  wide  e.rea  over  which  the  slaughterhouses  are  situated  and 
the  fact  that  the  maximum  kill  in  each  of  the  v/holesale  ^ 
slaughterhouses  talres  place  at  approximately  the  same  time 
100%  meat  inspections  is  still  impracticable. 
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23 >507  animals  were  inspected  during  the  year  - 
9k3  "beasts,  546  cows,  10,424  calves,  5 >563  sheep  and  6,021 
pigs.  1,494  visits  were  made  in  connection  v/ith  the 
inspection  of  meat,  giving  an  average  of  l6  animals  inspected 
per  visit. 


The  numher  of  animals  inspected  was  833  fewer  than 
in  1957.  There  was  an  appreciable  change  in  the  numbers  of 
the  various  kinds  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year, 
4>566  fewer  calves  were  killed,  but  beasts  increased  by 
290,  cows  by  230,  sheep  by  1,346  and  pigs  by  1,907. 

Approximately  13  tons  of  meat  ¥/as  condemned  during 
the  year,  details  of  which  are  as  follows:- 


Beasts. 


Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Hearts 

Kidneys 

Spleens 

Beef 


G0¥VS 

Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Spleens 

Hearts 

Beef 

Calves 

Carcases  and  organs 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Hearts 

Veal 


Carcases  and  organs 

Heads  and  tongues 

Livers 

Lungs 

Kidneys 

Plucks 

Mutton 


3 

12 

37 

12 

5 

2 

5 

383  lbs. 


24 

23 

111 

22 

6 

4 

4 

1,626  lbs. 


49 
8 
9 

15 

2 

2 

50  lbs. 


45 

2 

85 

59 

7 

13 

175  lbs. 
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£i£s. 


Carcases  and  organs  UO 

Heads  and  tongues  , 110 

Livers  80 

Lungs  223 

Hearts  17 

Kidneys  • 17 

Plucks  53 

Pork  218  ILs. 
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Carcases  and  offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in 
during  the  year: - 


i 

Cattle 

exCo 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  j 
and  1 

Lambs  j Pigs 

i 

Horses  1 

er  inspected 

943 

546; 

i 

10,434 

5,563  I 6,021 

i 

j 

diseases  except 
rculosis  - whole 
ases  condemned 

3 

23  1 

49 

1 i 

I ^ 

38 

; 

ases  of  which  some 
or  organ  vms 

Lemned 

39 

j 

157 

! 

173 

393 

i 

the  number  inspected 
cted  with  disease 
:r  than  Tuberculosis  | 

C.ysticerci  i 

6.6 

32.5 

.8 

3.9 

7.1 

1 

:rculosis  only  - 1 

.e  carcases 
lemne  d 

1 

_ 

- 

2 

- 

jases  of  which  some 
; or  organ  was 
lemned 

i 

1 8 

j 

22 

- 

- 

114 

1 

1 

r the  number  inspected 
jcted  with  tuberculosis 

.8 

4.2 

- 

- 

1.9 

iicercosis 

jases  of  which  some  part 
)rgan  was  condemned 

^ 3 

2 

- 

_ 

! 

:ases  submitted  to 
itment  by  refrigeration 

1 3 

2 

- 

_ 

1 - 

:ralised  and  totally  ' 

lemned  i 

I - 

- 

- 

i 

1 1 
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IvECAT  MID  FOODS  (Continued), 


Other  food  condemned. 


8 tins  various  foods « 

1 chicken. 

There  are  ten  premises  registered  under  Section  16 
of  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Acty  1955  for  the  manufacture  of 
sausages.,  or  pottedy  pressed,  pickled  and  preserved  foods. 

Condemned  food  is  normally  disposed  of  to  manufacturers 
of  animal  feeding  stuffs  and  fertilisers  where  it  is  processed 
and  sterilised  hy  steam  under  pressure. 


MILK  AND  DATE IBS. 

The  numher  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the 
register  is  7 and  6 visits  were  made  for  the  inspection  of 
dairies  during  the  year. 


ICE  CREAM. 


The  numher  of  premises  registered  for  the  storage 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  at  the  end  of  the  year  Y/as  65?  and 
4 premises  were  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of 
ice  cream.  Each  of  these  manufacturers  produced  ice  cream 
hy  the  ’'cold  mix”  method,  followed  hy  boiling  the  product. 

Thirty  samples  Y/ere  taken  during  the  year,  the 
results  being  as  follov/s:- 

25  samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  1. 

5 samples  were  placed  in  Provisional  Grade  2. 

The  fact  that  of  the  thirty  samples  taken  none  were 
placed  in  Provisional  Grades  3 or  4 is  considered  to  he  very 
satisfactory,  and  these  results  are  a considerable 
improvement  on  those  of  previous  years. 

A total  of  44  visits  were  made  in  connection  with 
the  .manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice  cream. 


KEAGKSP3  YAPP. 

The  knackers  yard  at  Dunhall  is  being  maintained  in 
very  good  condition  and  Y/as  visited  on  6 occasions  during  the 
year. 


MOVEABLE  PiELLIKGS. 


149  visits  were  made  during  the  year  in  connection 
with  moveable  dwellings. 

There  are  eleven  licensed  camping  sites  in  the  district, 
all  of  which  are  small.  Licences  have  been  issued  to  station 
and  use  forty  caravans  on  individual  sites. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


27  disinfections  were  carried  out  during  the  year^ 
a total  of  59  visits  being  made  in  connection  with  infectious 
diseases. 


VERMINOUS  FFEhISBS. 

12  treatments  for  the  destruction  of  vermin  were 
carried  out  during  the  year;  a total  of  17  visits  were  made 
in  connection  v/ith  verm.inous  premises. 


RODEN?  DESTRUCTION. 

11  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  rodent 
infestation  in  addition  to  those  made  by  the  Rodent  Operative. 


SUIvDlTRY  OF  VISITS. 


Water  supply 

159 

Knackers  Yard 

6 

Moveable  Dwellings 

149 

Factories 

40 

Bakehouses 

25 

Shops 

89 

Rodent  Infestation 

11 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

18 

Nuisances 

379 

New  Work 

313 

Housing  Inspections 

325 

Housing  repairs 

425 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits 

11 

Overcrowding 

10 

Housing  (R.W. ) and  (F.P.)  Acts 

83 

Infectious  Diseases 

59 

Verminous  premises 

17 

Inspection  of  Meat 

1,494 

Dairies 

6 

Ice  cream 

44 

Licensed  premises 

86 

Piggeries  and  poultry  farms 

6 

Improvement  Grants 

56 

West  Huntspill  Sewerage  Scheme 

135 

Refuse  Disposal 

9 

School  Kitchens 

34 

Drains  tested 

87 

Pood  Hygiene 

247 

Pood  Poisoning 

5 

Miscellaneous  Food 

39 

TOTAL  4,367 


I aifij  Mr.  Chairman j Ladies  and 
G-entlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


F.A.  MAILEp 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 

23 « 


I 


